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STEAM Trek Gazette

Editor: Zorayah Jackson

Hello and Welcome to the First
Edition of our newsletter!

We hope your summer break was fun and relaxing! The start of
school always comes with mixed feelings, sadness that the
summer break is over but also excitement about the school
year ahead.

We've got lots of new things to share related to the things you
might be learning (or teaching!) about this year, so read on to
see what's going on in the land of STEAM Trek!
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This Month’s Quote:

“The Beautifu[ tﬁz’ng about [earning is
that no one can take it away from you.”

- B.B. King

@
N5

Upcoming
Cool Space
‘Things

October 2nd: New Moon &
Solar Eclipse!

October 7th: Draconids
Meteor Shower

October 14th: Partial
Lunar Eclipse

October 17th: Full Moon
(Hunter's Moon)

October 22nd: Orionid
Meteor Shower
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What is STEAM Trek?!

STEAM Trek is a free web-based
educational game platform developed
by West Virginia Alliance for STEM
and the Arts (WV All STAR) where
students can explore by free play or
via guided “treks” and earn coins for
in-game virtual prizes. There are over
250 unique links from great
contributors from WV & beyond with
more to come soon. Students and
educators also have the opportunity
to share projects in STEAM Trek.

Our Mission

We strive to provide a platform to
connect organizations from West
Virginia and beyond with learners
of all ages - to share, explore and
create educational opportunities
which inspire us to find our
passions, chart our paths, and
change our world!
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What kind of resources can
you find in STEAM Trek?

Resources In STEAM Trek include...

+ Games

o Activities

e Virtual Tours

e Music Performances

» Student-Designed Resources
o Career Exploration Resources
o Feature Length Documentaries
e College Readiness Resources
e Scholarship Information

o Master/Mentor Videos

» Short Films

o Lectures

o Websites

and Morel!

What’s New/Coming Soon!

o New Interactive Site Map!
o STEAM Trek 1.2! with New Booths
(Coming Soon!)
o Clay Center
o Game Dev 101
o Coding 101
o Girls Who Code
o Marshall Engineering and Computer
Science
o SETI Institute

« 2 new rooms (Coming 2025!)
o New Citizen Science Room
o Computer Lab Room

« 2 new games! (Coming 2025!)
o Planet Platformer
o Chemistry 2048
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About Our Team!!

STEAM means...
Engineering ¢ Arts « Math

Science ¢ Technology -

Ashley Krasnansky - STEAM x\f,'

Ashlea Krasnansky is a first-generation, non-traditional
college student at Marshall University, studying
mathematics, communication studies, and digital
humanities. She also serves as an AmeriCorps Student
Director with the First2 Network, while specializing in
DEIAB-focused communication strategy and event
planning for West Virginia Alliance for STEM and the
Arts. Krasnansky is dedicated to a life of exploring, with
a passion for sharing knowledge and cultivating
enriching experiences to help foster a world full of love
and discovery.

Ellie White - STEAM 4§

Ellie White is a physics graduate student at Marshall
University, where she also teaches introductory
astronomy and physics classes and does research in the
fields of astronomical instrumentation and the Search
for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI). Her other passions
include astronomy and STEAM outreach and DEI efforts,
and she is a founding member of WV All STAR. In her
free time, she likes spending time with her family, friends,
and pets, enjoying the outdoors, baking obsessively,
reading, and watching too many rom coms.
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Josh White - STEAM &

@} DeanaWhite - STEAM

Deana loves to learn, advocate for others, and work on a
team. She has a degree in Chemical Engineering and
worked in industry for a while, until she found her true
passion - working in communities to share and create
unique educational outreach resources and programs.
She enjoys working with her co-workers to create new
and inclusive ways to understand the world around us

through an appreciation of all things STEM and the Arts.

Deana is the Executive Director of WV All STAR.

g Josh Banzon - STEAM

Josh is a college student at Marshall University studying
CIT and Game Design. He's an avid skier and video game
enthusiast who loves to travel and spend time with
friends. His passion for programming and game
development brought him to the team and hopes to one
day work for an AAA game studio. Josh is a Game
Systems Engineer/Designer for STEAM Trek and WV All
STAR.

E Zorayah Jackson - STEAM

Zorayah is a recent Software Development Engineering

graduate from Blue Ridge CTC. She met with Deana White
through a First2Network conference and fell in love with
what STEAM Trek was doing. In the future she’d love to

use her knowledge to create web-based or VR educational
games. She feels having different teaching methods is

important and combining games and education can
provide another one. In her free time she enjoys
baking/cooking, sewing, reading, & spending time with her
family & friends.

Josh White is a senior at Marshall University from
Barboursville, pursuing a BA in Visual Art.
Using self-taught knowledge of game design, he brought
the prototype of STEAM Trek to life
during COVID before starting at Marshall. He is interested
in a career in graphic design or
animation, and is always working on something!
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Opportunities

Huntington Museum Of Art

Do you have an interest in all things space
and art? Get ready for two fun upcoming
events at the world-renowned Huntington
Museum of Art letting you explore both!

If you are in grades K-5, be sure to check
out the Saturday KidsArt session on
November 16th at 1pm “Searching for Life
in Space” in Studio 1. Learn about how
scientists are searching beyond Earth for
alien life through fun activities. Meet NASA
Solar System Ambassador and Marshall
graduate student Ellie White who will be
talking with you that day. Saturday KidsArt
is free thanks to the generous sponsorship
of Hoops Family Children’s Hospital.

And if you are of any age, be sure to come
by the Huntington Museum of Art on
Tuesday, November 19th at 6:30 pm to
attend a Star Party and Public Talk “Europa
Clipper and the Search for Life on Icy
Moons'. The event will be held in HMA's
Grace Rardin Doherty Auditorium and
outside with the luck of clear skies and a
telescope or two. Ellie will be talking about
NASA's Europa Clipper mission and the
search for life and its precursors in icy
worlds in our Solar System. Come have the
opportunity to view Jupiter and other night
sky objects with light refreshments
provided.

And be sure to check out HMA's great
exhibits and the C. Fred Edwards
Conservatory at the Museum while you are
there! If you can’t make it to the Museum in
person, be sure to check out the HMA's
activity table and some great pottery
demonstrations in the Art Museum in
STEAM Trek!

STEAM Trek

If you'd like to consider making something
to be included in STEAM Trek like a video
demonstration about an experiment, music,
art, or even a game about something in
STEAM, contact us at
deanaw.wvallstar@gmail.com.

° Vol .01 Newsletter Pg. 4


https://hmoa.org/
https://hmoa.org/
https://www.wvallstarsteamtrek.org/

October 2024

htt

ps:/ /www.wvallstarsteamtrek.org/

STEAM Trek Gazette

Announcements

Looking for aliens or cryptids?

Be sure to learn more about Emmy nominated
Director Katie Dellamaggiore’s new
documentary Small Town Universe playing at
the inaugural Festival of the Unseen
happening October 19-20, in Parkersburg, WV.
Small Town Universe shares stories of love,
loss, resilience, hope, scientific discovery, and
the search for extraterrestrial intelligence in
Green Bank, WV, a small town with a big
telescope. More details about the Festival at
https://filmfreeway.com/festivaloftheunseen.
Stay tuned for more WV screenings of Small
Town Universe in 2025!

And check out the Clio West Virginia Cryptids
Tour at the Clio activity table in STEAM Trek
to learn more about West Virginia’s famous
myths and legends!

SMALL TOWN
UNIVERSE

For Fun!!

True or False?

A NASA Space suit costs 1 million dollars. (Find out the

answer in the next edition!)
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